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to the heirs of nobles to succeed in the possession of their
lands, without being obliged to redeem them, only paying
to the king a moderate relief; abolition of fines for licence
of marriage to their heiresses; a promise of not refusing
such licence unless the match proposed be with the king's
enemy,1 &c.; the next of kin to be guardians of the
lands of orphans ; punishments for coiners of false money;
a confirmation of St. Edward's laws; and a general am-
nesty.

About the same time he performed two acts of justice,
which, by gratifying the revenge and the love of the people,
gained very much upon their affections to his person: the
first was, to imprison Ralph Bishop of Durham,2 who having
been raised by the late king from a mean and sordid birth
to be his prime confidant and minister, became the chief
instrument, as well as contriver, of all his oppressions : the
second was, in recalling and restoring Archbishop Anselm,
who having been forced by the continual persecutions of the
same prince, to leave England, had lived ever since in
banishment, and deprived of all his revenues.

The King had not been many months on his throne,
when the news came that Duke Robert, returned frorn the
Holy Land, was received by his subjects with great marks
of joy and honour, and in universal reputation for his valour
and success against the infidels: soon after which, Ralph
Bishop of Durham, either by the negligence or corruption
of his keepers, escaped out of prison, and fled over to the
Duke; whom he stirred up to renew and solicit his pre-
tensions to the crown of England, by writing to several
nobles, who, either through old friendship, or new dis-
content, or an opinion of his title, gave him promises of
their assistance, as soon as he should land in England:
but the Duke having returned exceeding poor from the
Holy Land, was not yet in a condition for such an under-
taking, and therefore thought fit to defer it to a more
seasonable opportunity.

1 I.e. with a traitor or malcontent.    [D. S.]

a Le Neve says that Ralph Flambard, Bishop of Durham, was im-
prisoned in the Tower, September, noo, but escaped in February
of the following year, and fled to Normandy ("Fasti," iii. 282-3).
[W. S. J.]